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+. Written by one of Zyons Travellors, 


Th. Baylcs. 


Freindly Reader , 


T #5 the manner of Marmers ſayling in unknowne places and discovering dangerous 
Rocks ſands, or shoules , and being deliyered from the danger thereof ; To procure 
buys or beacons tobe placed upon them as warnings and markes to them who after- 
e occaf, le that at they may alſo eſcape the dangers 
theredf.. And this is but to preſerve the outward life with ship and goods which are all 


wards shall have occaſion to ſayle that way that they 
at beſt but temporall': how much more is'it needfull for thoſe who have travayled. the 
way of Regeneration and have discovered the many dangers that are in that way to give 
xofice thereof to thoſe that are willing t0 travayle in that way that ſoe they may fave 

' the shipwrack of their immortal Soules. And imdeed aretheperills hazards an 
dangers that ſuch meet withall, ſomtimes m danger of being deceived and beguiled 
ſomtimes of being affrighted and diemayed and foe disbeartned and turned back againe 
when they have made ſome progreſſe ; and at other times of being made over confident 
and preſumptious of their skill and underſtanding and of being made to think they are 
at their jorneys end when they haut made very ſmall progreſſe therin. 

All which his Author as an experienced Travellor in Zyons Narrow way hath ſet 
forth , as he and many more hath fhund it ; that ſoe all that' have a mind and earneſt 
deſire to travell that way, may be aſſiſted with warning and good i tion at every 
trrning, and at laſt-may be content toceaſe from all youu ides andſrom ther owne rea- 
ſon and imaginations, and from their owne ſtrength and wisdome , and may lay hold of 
that ſure giude that God in his infin;te love hath appornted tolead all ſimple and upright 
ſoules to reſt by. And therefore whoevcr thos art that shall read this Treatiſe doe it 
feriously and confideratly, and then shalt thou ſee as in aglaſſe where -/ eſent ſtate 
is, and if nk ud thy ſelfe on the righthand or oz the left to be erre to 

(; 


| om the cer. 
pay of life wayte thou for thegompaſſionate viſitations of phy ſoules mward freind, 


+ ull and true witnes of gad in thy conſcience; and he will call thee back into the 


-- right way» and leadthee in the midj# of the paths of 7 ments untill at length thou 

* *" arrives at that haven of reſt to:thy.inmortall ſoule, which will anſwer all thy labour, 
tryalls, ravells and exerciſes that thou may meet withall : and if this deſsription of the 

' fray and the difficultys there:f doe prove any help and benefit to thee, then the Author 
and 1 have our defire, and let god have the glory to whom alone it dath belong he being 
the Fountaine of good to all that diligently [eeke him, 
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Here was a man ſeated in a goodly place, fitted with allthings 
needfull for -a happy life , he being inconſiderate of his waies and docings 
and of the event thereof, in the time of his youth frequented the vanities of the 
world , and the idle pleaſures of it; whilſt this man was inthe participation of 
them, and runing on therein from onething to another ; there was one which, beheld his 
docings,who was greived inhim ſelf to ſee the man ſoe deceived; ___ compaſſion anc 
rendernes ( ayrhing at his deliverance) waited wherthe might viſſit him,' and afford his 
help: And ſoit came topafs, that rhe man being inthe coole of the day in fome kindof 
recolle&ion fromhis labour, and the cumber oft, inthe heartſearching word of his one 
eternall powerand goodneſs ,this compaſſiohare one faid unto him : here ayt rhou ? and 
lefe him (as far as he perceiyed then) to ruminate there on : the man knew*nor who-ir 
was ythat in this inquireing word ſpake unto him, or from whence the voice came, being 
a grear ſtranger and unaquainted therewith , alrhough he dwelt neere unto him : bur 
ſuch was the ſecret authority and force thereof, that ſome entrance was made thereby im 
to his mind ; ſo'thax he 'was ſitting downeto conſider of that which had happend unta 
him, and whilſt he was crting intorhe conſideration thereof; ©One , hiveing too much 
incerreſt in him and ealy acceſs, fayd: Let necdiſtruſtfull Pong and vexing feare have 
place within thee, fot all is'wellenough; ifthou-look about thee, thou Shall ſee char 
there isno cauſe for them; hereupon the man rowſed hin ſelf, 8 if he would I E__ 
diſcharged his heart ; of that ſorrow and greife;; which fo lately had affailed him and ſo 
ſaid,he would not bow under he knew not what or be dnees by : and ſoreturned 
to his beloyed etyoyments agaihey and did rejoyce, as if alf had been well with him 
Now this man, as one whoſe heart was whole, proceeded on according to the counſel! 
and ſecret inſinnations of his deceiving freindewho by reaſon of his neere habication unto 
him , counted him his neighbor, and did not perceive the fnares which was layd for him , 
and afterwards did appear , or that there was any at all ;' ſo neere and cloſe did hishedrr 
comply thereto : But his tender and compaſſionate neighbour , ſary that his feet went: 
downward todeath, and ſteps torake hold on hell, he (as at the firſt) waited roshew his, 
love unto him , and the lifting up nog of his countenance ;and in hjs owne time ſaid, 
If thou doF evil ſin lieth at the door ; which viſitation came more neere to the man (as he 


! 


thought) entring as a shaft inco his liver,which although he ſtroye mich to pull it our, yet” 
in no wiſe could he do it;nor get'a remedy;or releive him felf ofthe ſihatt thereof; bur after * 


all his paines and carefull labour to quithim ſelf (ſtill the ftroak remained as a burthen,and 
incureable)and he could ſee no way forthat , by all theundertakeings and attempts which 


he could do; and now beganthe burthen of histhoughts and the perplericie thereby, ſo | 


that he often feared the diſpleaſure of the Lord would breakforrhupon him by reaſon of 
them, even whilſt he yyas young/and tendet in yeares, and hath at diverſetimes faid'inthe” 
ſence of the evill thereof, inthe words of the Prophet : How long should yainethoughts 
lodge with in him : as finding them roo burtherſonr and heavy for-him to beare , and 
bring into ſubjeftion , and as that which alone wasthe work of his ſufficient grace, al- 
thou h then he knew not that', or what it was, or whete. ___ , aches 

us he groaned inhim ſelfand faid', what isthe matter with me, and why am'T ſo 
of tentroubled , and in my trouble feare exceedingly , and in my feare to have torment ; 


O! aid his beloved nei he whoſe voice made this inquiring in him, he looked 
-pnkim enemy nd ad nes hone the he harmed chm 
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(4) 
of their dish, that a melancholy ſpirit may not come over thee, and thou go drooping up & 
downe , untill thou makes thy {; Grididnlens untothem, and rob thy ſelf of the*comforet 
of thy life , what wonldſt thou have? behold thy poſſeſſions, may thou not compare 
with them, what wantelt thou, or what wouldeſt thou have ? 

The man was afraid, and knewnot well what was the matter with him , but as it 
afrerwards appeared, the.conſcience ofhim ſtirred in him, and there by his peace was 
broken; which he had in the freindship of this world , which is enmitie againſt,God; . he 
could not ſwallow his ſweet birg as formerly ,. but. was therein perſued to his aſtonish- 
ment : and his plcaſures become burthenſomeunto him then he faid, he knew not how 
to live there , and therefore would goto his neighbours habitations, & take of theire mirth 
and pleaſure, and- refresh himfelf in their company , and caſtforth ( thereby ) the trouble 
that was in lws mind , fs there the mans greiffe aud trouble was) ſo he went and took of 
of their cup, that thereby he might wash down his ſorrow (as he hoped) and othereſlayes 
he made 5which are abounding inthe world to divert him from his trouble , and endea- 
yourd totalk at any rate, that he might be deliverd and be quiet. 

| | By thistime the man might have perceived, that when God viſit man for his iniquity, 
he makes his beauty to wohmeas amok g;far hu face hagon, to gxcbgr palench, and hs 
endeayours proved vaine; for he could nor,get rid ofthis fearcliinginquiring voice which 
had viſtted him, it would be ſounding, in his eares ,andperſuing him , and often inthe 
midſt of his laughter,ſorrow, would ari and fill his hearr, ſa that ſometimes he was ready 
ro throxy, of all his compayions ,and to-bid adieuto his idle pleaſares and paſgimes, and 
then would hang down his head. EEC nd inn +: 0: wh te 
' - Andheavinels of ſpirit; (like atallent of lead) ready to finck him, would come over 
him as if he should have ben ſwallowed up thereby : bur ſtill he knew notthe hand that 

erſued him , neither did he care for acquainting himſelf with, it, he looked upon: it as 
lis enemy, he could not hope for deliverance from that , which-wounded him, for he ſaw 
no freindlyneſs in it; and he would have biaat eaſe, and enjoye his frolicks (as his 
neighboursdid ) and not hayebin ſo. afflited as he was; buthechag ſmorhim', (11 did 
" him , and his peace which was broaken, ſeemed as if ichad'bin quite xemoved from 


Now on the other hand he that had enticed him to the drawing his minde out into 
worldly vanities, and the unprofitablenes thereof ; and thereby drawn him from Remem- 
bring his Creator in the Uyes of his youth, before the evill.dayescome, where in hecould 
ſay he had nopleaſure , he I ſay continued his infinuations and flatteries, ſecking by all 
' wayesand meanes of his owneto dawb the man up, and that anſwerable to the deſires of 
his oyyne heart ; for when he was wounded and afflited, ſo that whatever he put his hand 
unto, viſications of ſorrow and diſquiernes aroſein him; he ſaid unto him, well, if fin do. 
ly at thydoor, at whoſe door doth it not , haye not all ſined,, and all faln short,why can(t 
n £4 not be content, & quietthy (elf ; The Prophers they prophelied of a ſaviour:to come, 
andthou have read that he came, beleeve thou thats theme the elet that beleevein him, 
beleeve thy ſelf ro be one of chem; and apply the promiſes, and it wil be well with thee; 
all muſt carry about them ſo long as-they are inthis world a: body- of fin ( thou knows) 
thou wilibe rid of that whenthou comes to dy, andrid of all theſe legall feares and frighes 
of minde , which now ou gre way unto, and readily receive into thy minde , and from 
whence rhings proceeds , and lyes inthy way, (for which there is no cauſe or reaſon) to 


greivcandoffend thee; do thou. beleeve thepromiles (they are many and large)and thar: 


thy freinds, they dy nor acquaintchem(elyes, with ſus 
il : -F nor 
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nor with ſuch needleſs diſtrafting doubts and queſtionings; and it concernsthem 4s well 
asthou , to ſee thar they lay hold of their ſaviour, and his merits; althoughthey perplex 
not themſelves to their owne wounding, and make their lives uncomfortable, as thou do ; 
Thus ſtrovethe adverſarieto hold the man in the deceivablenes of his owne unrightcous+ 
nes , that ſo he might have withſtood the viſitations of the Lord,untill chere had ben noe 
remedy : who had viſited him by his gentile reproofs, that his heart might bow before 
him. and intheſence of hisevill , have humbled his ſoule before his holy throne in preat 
contrition of Spirit , but notwithſtanding the favour of the Lord thus appearing for him, 
he ſubmitted 'not unto him}, but ſought'our to him (elf many inventions, thereby to have 
been delivered': And ſo the man he would go read the ſcriptures, as he ſaw others did 
(for he began to think of Religion) and ſee to ger ſome good promiſes intohis minde, to 
comfort and ſatisfy him felf with all ; and thought that if he could make out him ſelf e6 
be one of Gods ele&, one in whom his ſoule delighted; and one whom the Lord took care 
of and did ſuſtaine by watching over him , and leading him by his eye , inthe wey 'of the 
bleſſing, and ſure mercies of the Lord ; that then he might ſometimes enjoy him ſelf with 
his freinds and neighbours, _ which there was a (ſecret working in his minde) which 
he could not then part withall; not having learnd the dayly croſs) and oo pertake of 
their cups and neighbourly freindships ; forthe man did take notice that ſofne of them 
would ſometimes be talking of Religion, of Chriſts ordinances and Chriſtianduties, and 
ſuch good things ; and' the 6ther (which they abſented noc them ſelves from) he thought 
would be good fellowship , good neighbourhood and the maintaining good ſociery with 
them; and many he ſaw eſteemed them ſo to be; and then he should not be judged (by 
them) as a man ſinguler, or of a moroſe temper , and CO—_— inclined; ſorumbled over 
the ſcriptures forward and backward , like thoſe who ſearched the Scriptures ( as fince he 
underſtood) but would not cometo [efus that they might haye life ; to ſee for fome com< 
fortable places to ſtay himſelfupon , orthereby torelcive him ſelf, upon ſo great an occa- 
ſion, as he in his diſtreſs deſired 5 and amongtit many good things recorded there, -con- 
cerning the Lordsdeare andrender loveto mankinde in Jeſus Chriſt, calling unto/ hints 
forfake the evill, and to cleave to the good , andimuch more ; and that then he would 
ſoon confouud his foes , and give himan inheritancein the promiſed 1:nd of bleflings : 
And he alſo took notice how that David cryed out and mourned long {as well ashe)/and 
of Jobs afflition and Pauls bewaileing him ſelf, and faying o wretched man chart am; 
and others, which he took notice of in that his inquiſition; here uponhe concluded tharhe 
muſt not bee tocuriouſs,or nice in that his ſearch,he might in ſo doing (for oughrhe knew) 
rempt God, and be diftruſtfull of his Saviours merits ; and ſome he ſaw cautioned thusin 
their preachings z and ſome told him, (whom he acquainted him ſelf with for advice; 
which he ſought after ) that although it be ſaid, that thoſe who are born of God (or ate 
Gods ele) they ſinnor, that is ( aid they,) they ſin not willingly, or conſtandh _—_ 
- bates and wicked mendo, but withreluftancie ; and it wasto- them hungble in | 
own eyes, God faw it good to be (o, or elceman would be puffed up in ſpirituall prideJarid 
grow forgerfullof Gods mercies, and wax wanton, and carelefs inancaſeful} Spitit ; ſo 
-then thought he, irs as weil with me (itmay be jas with others ; as is ep imo fock.iqcherd 
then, onely they lived over a diſtruſtfull and perplexing fpiric, which gave way unto. 
and muſt be content , it muſt be ſo (he thought) he-could nor helpir ; ſo endeavourd 
(according to the practiſe of the world) to difeiteem or flight him tha ſmor him as jydg+ 
_ing.him' nor his freind arall , bur his enemy; and as fome thing ſtarringin his minde like 


idle d ro fright him, and to ſtir up doubts and queſtionings in him, concerning his 
Fr prt' Grnathing the Love-of God in-Jeſus Chriſt, thenthat be through 
hat , Should at laſt come to attaine thereunto. A3 


by 
For 
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For by thistimehe had heard ſo much, (by the that was thereof in the world, 
and by his ſearching of the Scriptures)concerning death and judgment,(alvation and dam- 
nation z that he thought, chat ifhe was not one of the ele, and fo belaved, know and in- 
herit the joyes of the bleſſed , and ranfomed of the Lord, that then he muſt bein a wo- 
full and wretched ſtate in deed ; for he had heard and read , that hel wasa place ( and did 
beleeveit to be ſo) ofendleſs torment, endleſs paine and miſerie ; burning with fire and 
brimſtone, and thatthe fire should never go our, or be extinguished ,nor the worm dy or 
the damned cometo anend oftheirtorment ; as at a time, hearing of one in adeſpayrin 
condition , he with others viſited her who amongſt other things she ſayd ; O that the Lor 
had preſerved me as he hath preſerved you , but lam ſeald down under damnation for 
ever, were it to be but for a hundred thowſand yeares, thete would then be hopes ofan 
end, bur it is: (ſayd she) for ever, forever. 

The man he thought them happy , Which knew the right way , or way of ſalvation, 
and did belceve that there was one, al _ he did not underſtand it, or know where, or 
which it was;for there was many wayes which he heard, & rook notice of; Men crying u 
one while one,and crying downe at another;& crying downe one another for them;hich 
verifyed that ſaying, that there is away that ſeemetrh right to a man; but David ſayd': I have 
cho ſen the'way of truth , and here by he could not attainear any certainty,or come to an 
aſſurance, or infalibilitie of judgment amongſt chem ; now he had read of a perfe&t and 
everlaſting way,but ſaw not him ſelf in it, neither could he find ity for he ſaw men beleev- 
ing at a rate, and applying promiſes in a gs way Which he could not under- 
ſand (by what knowledge he had attained to) by reading the ſcriptures, or his owne con- 
dition , to have been the foot Reps of the antienttravellers, in the way of Syons ſalvation, 
which is redeemed with Judgment ; here upon he ſought more ftritly to inquier into 
religion,and to take a more ſeriouſs obſervation thereof, by conſidernig thoſe who ſo much 
ſeemed the promotion of it ; and he found them inaſtrange contradittion and contrariety; 
One crying lo here, another lo there, that he knew not how to reſolve, or come art any 
certainty,or where to center himſelf,in ſo great a concern,as the ſalvation of his ſoule yas; 
for.he was for that, namely the reall and infalible ſalvation ofit ; or elce, if he could not 
come thiter , he should not eſteem of religion and ſalvation, ſo much talked of up and 
downe inthe world, more then afition or a dream which is deceiveable ; the talk thereof, 
according tothe cuſtom of the world, he had proved, and muſt know it ſaved , or nought 
would be of advantage and fatisfaftion unto him. Here upon he ſayd , that he ſaw no 
reaſon why he should order himſelf by other mens Methods and Preſcriptions ; and the 
rather , becauſe he had read ( as well as proved them void of anſwering to his neceſſicouſs 

Nate) chat he muſt give an account for him ſelf,and that to a vaine thought, and idle word, 
as well as for transereſſions of greateſt evils; and that none could anſwer for his brother, 
and hehad a deſire (it was ſo with him) that he might give his account with joy,and receive 
theheavenlyblefſed reception , Well don good and faithfull ſeryant . .. enter into thy 


oy: - 

SHt Afrhet this he thought with him ſelf ra make tryall, and to ſerch into the matrer,very 
ftrialy., as he could , or should beable ; for the voice of the awackening Word' of the 
Lord, andthe entrance of ir in his heart he felt, andthe diſquierings it wrought there; 
peace -he would gladly have had,burt it fled from him, and in ſtead thereof aſtonishments, 
and perplexities ; and he was as a wounded heart, which fearfully fled to eſcape its wound- 
ing , even whilſt she carried them along with her; for the more he ſtrove for releife, the 
farther off it ſeemed to be removed from him. | TL 

Soinedid refle&t upon his ations , and him accounted asa fool, and lightly —_ 


15 4 
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they him , b&cauſe they ſaw his viſage Marring , and that he had not that felowship 
frendly foci es as formerly ; ſeeming to be aman disreſpefting thar 


or 

y ſociety , rather 

then ca ly perſuing of it , or rejoiceing init , as ſome times before he/haddon,z. /ſome: 
ug 


againe was mad, or would be distrated, or ſome thing of evill would happ 
unto him:, and be his ruin : ſo that theire acceptation or eſteem of him, was, as-if he bes. 
came a burthen or load unto them, and not a joy or delight; thus his wonted;freinds ſeemed 
to frown upon his frequenting their ſocieties, accounting his life madnes ; and that his 
end would be with out honour. | 
Well, the mans greiffe remained, and his forrowes did not abate, heſtill as one over 
whellming in them , would try and prove, if at laſt he might arrive at a place of content ; 
therefo Poghe heafter meanes, which might be effeRuall ro him, and thar of the beſt, 
that was to be had,art leaſt wiſe according to his owne Judgment,for he deſired Judgment, 
and underſtanding , that 4 might be as the guirdle of his loynes, and that he mighenor 
o on with fooles , for then he thought he might miſs of a cure, and not be better by all 
bis travels, and paines ; ſor fooles perished for want of knowledg, and the heart with out 
it could not be good. 

Nowy there was ſome what held forth in thoſe dayes as a comfortable way of releife, for 
ſome that had been wounded, or afflited, and a phiſitian of good experience reported of, 
which had choice medicines, of rare vertuesand operations, for ſuch diſtempers as his was 
(as ſome ſayd) who had like occaſion and made uſe thereof : whereupon the Man ( as 
glad toheare thereof) applies him ſelf (upon theire report) and makes his eflay, and enters 
upon the applycation : anda firſt tryall, there ſeemed a hope, and from thence a joy, as 
if ſome goodeffeR would have ſucceeded, but continuing his applycations, his hope,and 
with it his joy they abated 3 ſo that the Man grew as heartleſs as comfortle(s: almoſt dis= 

ing of releife ; and fitting downe in his ſorrow and in his greife, as one at his witrs 
end,alone by him ſelf ; it enterd into his minde to viſit a people neere adjoyning,and hopi 
that thereby might be adminiſtred ſatisfaftion and ſuch releife as his ſoule food info gre 
want off, and the man was ſo well pleaſed with che motion , which-inclined him there 
unto, that he was ready to refolve with himſelf, that he should goamongſ Angels; ſuch 
was the perſent affeftion of his minde untothem , and therefore endeavourdroqualific 
himfelf accordingly, and to fashion himſelf what he could with gravity , ſobriety and 
ſeriouſnes, which he inclined after and ſought tobe ſucha one indeed, that hipocriſie 
might nor have place in him , as a thing which he allwayes deſired, he mightnort be de- 
filed with , Judging that it muſt like wiſe be fo, or their ſociety would not admit of him, 

eo pertake with them in theire holy felowship, and that good order,which he 
and concluded, was amongſt them , bur ſo- it ha unto him, that in ashore of 
time, afterhis frendly rſinng of chem, their Nakedneſs and bis ownedizapoinemencap- 
peared ; and he ſaw them to bewith our eyeſalve, and as men: groaping inthe dark ant 
night of ignorance, where the occaſion of ſtumbling and falling 1s. or he --57 5 4h 
Andthus ftill was the Manleft with his wound, andthegreiffe of it, with our releife : 
and Juſt was it withthe Lord , and hisgrear mercie unto him har itshould be ſo\, and he 
left with ontredrefs', ſeenig he ſoughe inthe wrong. place , and endeavourd to enter into 
the holy reſt of the Lord; arche door which he had not ſer open to him ; and left him dis- 
apointed becauſe his eye was a broad at man for help, which ought to have bintturned in- 
ward, thatthe Lord —_—_— broughe nere his owne ſalvation , by his owne rightarm 
' and have given him an tance therein , which alone could anſwer untothe neceſzey 
of his ſoule, andthe great want that he was in. : DE ST 

. $0 thar being well ſencible of his nor attaining unto the ſalyation of his ſoule, there 
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vpon he retireing to ſit downe as forſaken and comfortle(s , his deceiving enemy pretend- 
ing freindship and good will , ſayd, retire thy ſeltfrom their feliowships and focicties, and 
rake thee ro-thy ſecret cloſer., its a more probable way for thy releife ; read theScriprtures, 
avply whavthou readeſt with diligence, pray earneſtly, refresh thy ſelf ſomtimes amongſt 
choſe that?can: diſcourſe and reaſon about religion , and pine notaway in ſolitarinels , 
chrough vexatious forrow. b 300 here ira] « encfritg x 
-\\For by this tjme'the | man could have beenglad of any hole or bycorner of the earth, to 
have bewayled himſelf (although he concealed his greife what he could Y and there was 
a harkning to the advice, and frequenting reading and meditation, applying promiſes, and 
praying morning and evening , and could not-'ell let that paſs at any time leaſt there 
Should have been negle& of dutie, growing into remiſnes, and a waxing worſe and 
worle , untill hardneſs of heart should haye entered, and all Religion ben shut up thereby 
and extinguished. 

And here the manleaned ayhile, being in ſome hopes of releife, he was ready upon all 
hiseſſayes ropromiſethat ro him ſelf , as well as to propound it upon his undertakings ; and 
now he was ready (alchough it proved bur as a reed of Egipt) to hope he: was not ſo bad, 
or in{uch a deſperare ſtare, as he before was in ; but that his greiffe and ſorrow wis abated, 
and that he enjoyed ſome farisfaftion in his miade , which before now he was in ſo great 
diſtreſs for want of ; thus he was — hope for him ſelf, for he was got under The 
good duties, and godly pradtifes, and ſo hoped, that the Lord would look mercifully upon 
him, for Chriſt Jeſus ſake , and give him ſome ofthe neceſlarie releife, which he had read 
ſome had received at the Lords hands, in the time of there need and diſtreſs. 

And thus for ſome litle ſeaſon of time proceeded the man, thinking him ſelf ſome body ; 
che thought him ſelf now not as this man and that man was ; and that he had eſcaped that 
bondage and ſervility, of hanging uponother men, as many did or as pinning his faith 
upon athers ſleeves (as men was uſdto ſay) and would compare him felt (for information 
fake) with others, and ſay ; ſurely it is better with me now thenthey, for he accounted that 
hs had ſome what of his owne to rely upon, and reſt him ſelf with all , but as he was thus 
reſolving he began a gaineto remember his former viſitation , and the ſorrow and greife ir 
brought with it , and did occaſion ; ſo that he faid , is this my hope alſocut of, and doth 
my joy abate againe, and am 1 ſtill hort of ſuch aneffe& as I have ſought after for to enjoy ? 

For he had labourd to enjoy acureto bemade inwardly of a ſecret wound in his heart ; 
and had fought after meanes to effe& it, even by all wayesand meanes that he could be 
acquainted with, or ſeek out him ſelf, both riſing up and lying downe : and hathnot been 
wanting of carefull thoughts, and all endeavours imaginable , that ſo he might attaine 

\untodeliverance, which he had been and ſtill was in ſo greatneed of; but all availed noth- 
.ing;51nornought that he was ſeeking by could reach the wound and make releife ; then 
ſaid be-in gtoaning wiſe ; O ! that he knew of a phiſition that wereable to give remedy 
unto him , and that he could gladly endure a corroſive, that ſo he might be healed. - 
. ." Nowhe was thus groaning and fiching forth himſelf; inhbis ſorrowfull Nate, being alone 
-ahd hayeing no eye , mindeor deſire after any outward help or deliverance, haveing tryed 
; all-wayes and meanes (as aforeſaid) that he could think of or imagine, and being 'attimes 
 affeed withthis kinde of way, as feeling then ſome thing of ſatisfation and reſt of minde, 
roflic or-glaunce through him z he at this time.was againe viſited in the opening word of 
: the Lord, by his render and compolionate freind, alchough he bad not an eye as yet to look 
upon him ſo to be, nor a heart ſo ro eſteem of him © ic being Ange (ornot at all.) to be 
conſidered off by him, that he that did wound and kill, should do it thereby to heale and 


make a live , 'yet he in the movings of tis deare render and eycrlaſting loveing kindneſs 
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faid thy deſtruion is of thy ſelf, thy help is in me :thenthe man thought there might be 
help ſtill, bur the deceiver he _ wrought thus z3 whence come this, knowes thou 
whence it comes, or whither it will 2: givenot way to a fancie, a dream, flying through 
thine imagination, thou knoweſt not whither ;- leaſt thou build caſtles inthe ayre (as men 
uſe to ſpeake)and thou be left ar laſt to fall, not haveing a foundation. | | 
Thus the man hurried to' and apain, knew not what todo; willing he was to haye 
relcife, glad he should be to receive comfort; a ſaviour cryed he for, and deſireous 
was to have, but knew not whereto finde him ; in want and deſtreſs , anguish and per- 
plexity he was; theſethings abounded in him z what should he do, to whom should he 
ſpeak, or call to, or cry unto; or by what have might he have hopes, and finde releife; he 
found all as miſerable comforters , and none that could tell him where his beloved was; 
or whilſt heſaid tell me, could anſyere : if thou knoweſt not , get theforth by the ſteps! of 
the flock, and feed thy kids by the tents of the shepheards. | 
He had read much / & talked ſometimes) of a feaſt of fatt things which the Lord would 
make; he wished and deſired , ſach hunger was in his ſoule , with deſire of ſpirit, that he 
kneyy where it was, and might at laſt come to eate thereof, or at leaſt wiſe ger ſome 
crums of it, that would be better to him then that pineing woefull ate that he was in, and 
be more hopefull of affording ſome redreſs in his neceſſity. F, D ft 
Whathelp had not he tryed and ſought after to enjoy,that ſo he might know a releaſe 
from his perplexities ? Men he had tryed, and their writings (many) read, h1d made dr 
ligent ſearch and inquiry into their lives, their deeds and converſations, wherein their face 
was religiouſs ? and he found not thereby him whom he defired : and marvelling ar the 
ſight of ſome, whom he caſt upon an eye of obſervation ; they ſeemed to be hearr whole 
and merry, without ſuch heart ſmart as he felt, untill he was ready to murmer in him ſelf 
for and becauſe of their progueny ; and he hoped at ſometimes, that they mighthave beer 
phiſitians of worth co him, by the long profeſfion, that they would beſcemed, or thought 
to have made in Zyons wayes, which not withſtanding were ready to over look hin in 
his adverſities ; as one whom they had no bowels of compaſſion for, and paſſed by, as one 
whoſe miſeries they had nofellow feeling of ; fo could not ſee them skilfull enough, nor of 
thar profifſiencie , (after all their noiſe and great ſtir inthe profeſſion of Religion, ) as to 
ſpeak a word indue ſeaſon, toa manafflited as he was. | 
And upon this he was confirmed in his former reſolve , concerning them , that he ſavy 
noe reaſon, why he should lean upon them for help , for he found no ſtabilities in their 
goings, or found judgment whence counſell and advice should proceed ; orthat they were 
etabliched ona rock, or cometothe munition of rocks, (the center of the righreoufsin all 
ages and generations) bur were as men treading in ſlipperie places, and ſeemed to be rot- 
tering, and as ready to fall , alchough not in their owne eyes. +. _"_— | 
Then he deſired to retire againe, and thought in himſelf ſo to do, from anyhope ar ex- 
pettation of ſuccour from them , and chouſe rather a ſolitary placeto mourn in; efteem- 
ing him ſelf increaſing in his perplexities , rather then the enjoying , or haveing reaſon to 
hope for an abatement vfth-m; & concluded that yaine was the help of man , why should 
he defire it : for he' met with nought* but disapointments and vexation whilſt he ſought 
afcer them, and ſaid: Othut the time werc come ! ſpoken of and borne witneſs ed by 
the Prophets, . that the Lord would be teacher him ſelf, and write his Law inthe hearc , 
that man might ceaſe from man,for where in was he to be eſteemed: the more folicitouſs 
was he in theſchis deſires, becauſe fo often had he'been perplexed whilſt hiseare was open, 
or heart ſecking after them for help ;'+ and becauſe _ read-concerniing the Lord, and 
| rn his 
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his teaching, by thoſe who had attained formerly unto it, thus : What teacher is like unto- 
him ? by which it ſcemed unto him , as if there was none like unto him, and therefore 
none tobe defired but him alone ; and he thought and did beleeve that ſuch a ſtate would 
be bleſſed, for then he should fit under his owne vine, and no man should make him 
affraid , which he longed for toenjoy, + *k 
But againe he was ready to feare and notto beleeve, that that should be in his day , or 
whilſt he lived, for he'did ſee little or none appearance for hope of it, although ſome 
beleeved that ſuch a time should be, becauſe they beleeved , that thoſe Prophets , which 
wrot, of ſuch a thing were true Prophets, bur'not yet (ſaid ſome) afterwards it wil be, bus 
nor at preſent ; but this could not anſwere the man neither, he wanted at preſent, being in 
pre/ent want, through his preſent greife, and afterward was too rediouſs, like unto a 
man that mult perish through hunger, ifhe did not attaine unto releife, by getting bread ; 
and it would be a vainething to ſay unto ſucha one, next yeare or afterwards there wil be 
bread enough, alchough now, none : whilſt he was ready to ſtarve & famish for want of it. 
And thoſe who puts the day of the Lord a far of, and that ſaith he defers his comeing, 
wo is unto ſuch (as ſaithhe Scripture) and :they are of thoſe who ſo beleeve, who was 
rather for a little more eaſeto theflesh, and alitle more of the ſleep of the night , and of 
the darkneſs thereof, wherein the fashions of this world and the diverſe luſts and vanities 
thereof are, rather thents be ſuch , as breaths forthe glory of the knowledg of the glory 
of the Lord, to'coverthe earth, as the warers doththe ſea. | 
Sothat the man ſaid, O ! that he knew the Lord, and his way, and his will , he would 
thenobey him, and walk therein ; and ſaid, Lead me o Lordinthe way everlaſting (which 
is righteouls in thy ſight) that I may feel of the joy of thy ſalvation. Forthe way in which 
he was, was croocked and ververls, and he in it fild with lamentation , and mourning and 
woe, and would therein end (he feared) if he helped not : and he had heard thar there 
was a way which was right in the eyes of the Lord, and that the Lord could bring alone 
to the knowledg of it, and lead there in. 

Thus breathed che man before the Lord, and unto him , and frequented ſolitarine(s * 
and lopelynes, and loved conſideration, and hoped for Judgment and underſtanding, that 
he might know and do aright , and ſerve the Lord with an upright heart ; continuing: in 
his addrefles before him : Oh that he knew the Lord , and his way and his will , that he 
might order his converſation a right before him., and enjoy the light of his countenance 
lifred up upon him 

For by this time he had got a notion of alight, or that there was ſuch a thing : given of 
God to man kinde, but had nor an underſtanding of it, or where it was, or the way of it , 
or its work and operation in.mans heart z but thought them happy that did walk in the light 

of the Lord , and he would at times talk of ſuch athing , and A ervas matters ( which in 
. the Light ofthe Lord he beheld i farr above his then ſtate and condition ; and pleaſe him 
ſelf therew:th for a while; but there being no roote of life inthem , nor proceeding from 
the effeuall working of the light in him, but at moſt from a flash or glaunce thereof 
which might appeare unto him-at ſometimes , to let him ſee, but did-not pofſefs ; they 
yanished. away ; and every pleaſantpiQure of hisby little and little was defaced ; and his 
images [truck.at , were $hatrered., and tumbled downe , which he had had at ſome times 
_ _opes in and comforted him ſelf by reaſon of their pleaſantneſs, which.co him ſceme 

IN TNEm. {1-149 | *1 ved 

He had many inventions, deſires and imaginations ſuggeſted into his mind, by the old 

flattering deceiver, who, had:before this a etn his bear ; but noterhanding: ow 
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well , he thought that atthe laſt ſalvation muſt come to his houſe from or by him , or elce 
he malt never be ſaved, and how totarry for it (for he was inprefent necefſirouſs want) he 
knew not, and that occaſioned the carneltnes of his labour after it, being in a hunger, which 
could not be ſuſtaind with outir. 

Socontinued he inthe perſuit thereof, by reading, by meditation , and loved to heare 
the conference thereof, and ſatisfyed himſelf robe ilent at ſuch times , hat he mighe prove 
and try thereby ; but was not yet ſubmitted in his heart, to waite uponthe L. ord , that his 
arm alone might be ſalyation to him : therefore to his old waies and courſes, and then 
rhoughc him telf againe in a prety good way, allwayes propounding to him felt, che know- 
ledge of the Lord and his way ,, which if he could attaine thereunto , and finde out of by 
his. ſearch and inquiry , that then he would o bey him , by walkeing according thereunto. 
 Nowon acettaineday , in aretirement by himſelf, he takes a bble into his hands , and: 
it was done ina kinde of his peri all his former labours and perſuits after the'know- 


ledge of the Lord, and at his openthg of it, his eye fell upona place (without ſeeking for 
it) which he had not acquainted him ſelf with (that he remembred) before; and it was this 
the Lord us in bus holy Temple, let all the earth heepe ſilence before hm; he fixed his eye upon 
the words as faſt as he could , even with great earneſtnels, as accounting it pertinent to his 
urpoſe, and that thereby there might be a door opened of hope or direftion for under- 
Rarding » Which he had ſought for, for ought that he then knew , and ſeemed to be as 
anſwering to his preſent ſtate and condition ; whereupon he entered into the conſultation 
concerning it , and that according to the beſt of his skill or judgment ; that there by he 
mighe fnde out the matter , and arriveat fuchan effe&t ( namely a reſting place for his 
weary ſoule) as he had long been ſemching after; but ahlas , it shortly proved tobe a lean- 
ing to his owne', and not to the Lords help and affiſtance, for hetookethe way of the 
many foolish builders, and unprofitable talkers; for he would be ar worke till, a buſie 
art afting in his minde & Nimrod, the mightie Hunter before te Lord ) not comeing 
Pack tothe voice behinde him, orto learn, be ſtill and know that I am God. !\ 
Bur this' was the way he went in, to.confider the text and the chapter and-whole, Pro- 
pheſy; and to open the word ,and fetch forth the meaning , and the interpretation thereof; 
not. contenting him ſelf ts be ſtill ,ro waite to feel the Lords counſell and direQion , and 
his preſence and teaching , and the ſilengeing of the earth before him.  ,, | 
And indeed the man, as yer (although he delighted ar ſome times to betalking thereof) 
had learnd little, ifought of that, ſo as to abidethere ;. yer he thought with him ſelf, char 
there were many offering to. their own nett , and burning inſence co their owne yarn , but 
few that leaned upon the Lord , or that looked at him alone, as he began now to 
thinck thathe did. | 
Thus haveing for ſome time exerciſed his witts about the words, aud marvelling at the 
providence that had caſt chem before his eyes y he thought with him ſelf now boihe 
2 ome 
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fome- body indeed , for that he did not cumber him'ſelf._ with wearyſome and teadioufs 


labouts, as formerly hehad don , wkilſt he was runnig a broad, afrermen, their notions 


and conceptions, and with which he ſaw many inwrapped and lamentably in bondage.  - 

Bur whilſt he thus concluded concerning himſelf , he was like one in a dream of eat- 
eing and drincking , and of haveing goodand needfull refrechment thereby ; but ſoon 
he awakes, and inſtead of being fed and nourished, hee feeles pinching want,and waſting 
hunger toconſume him, as ifthereby he should be deſtroyed. 


- Such was his caſe; for capes litle, and acquainting him (elf with confideration , in 


a kinde of repoſe or ſilence, which he had gotthe notion of , and did at ſome times feel: 
ſome reall motion and inclination thereunto ;the compaſſionate'one, which waited to doe 
him good , brought him back againe, by his inquiring word,” which remained within him, 
to his ſtate and condition , and tothe shewing of him that, and to the feeling the wound, 
and the ſmart thereof , which formerly was made, when it was ſaid unto him ; Where art 
then? and he began to ſith and lament, and to wish for a hand or that hand , which could 


releive him, marvelling with in him ſelf, that ſo great and continued a greiff and trouble 


hould ſciſe upon him , upon the occaſion of them, or that thereby $should be occafioned- 
fo incureable a greiffe as was in him, and under which he had ſo many yeares groancd. 
'Thus as yer he kiſt not the rod with the which he was ſmitten, nor yet did heare it, and 
him who appointed it ; nor ſubmitted to the hand of him that aflited him ; he thought 
ſtill that his nemy, which broke his peace, and in the midſt - of his mirth and jollity , mi- 
nifired ſorrow and disconſolation to him. 
 Hehad heard of the pleaſant name of a Saviour; ®, had'given his life a ranſome for 
all men, and was willing to be ranſomed and faved by him, according to the conceptions 
or beleife which men had of the way thereof inthe world ; bur to be made like unto him 
whom men gave vineger and gall rodrinck, as thoſe were who ſayd, as he is ,evenſo are 
wee in this world ,this no : not totoutch witch him in his ſufferings ; he had read of his 
refurreftion and of his crowne of glory, he liked well that to enjoy , he being ariſen out of 
his ſuffering ſtate, into his fathers glory ; but rhe learn. of him , to the takeing up the dayly 
crols, the crucifying to the world , andthe affeftions and luſts of it ; the being made con- 
formable unto the death , and the bearing about in the body the dyings of the Lord Teſus, 
this was not in his thoughts ; the other , the other ; the righthand of God where are plea- 
ſures for ever more , that he looked for , and a river the ſtreames where ofmakes glad the 
Citie of God ; and had nota thought or expeRation to the contrary ; although itbe ſaid, 
that I come not to ſend peace onthe earth bur a ſword ; and if you be without correftion 
whereof all arepartakers , then are you baſtards and not fons; that that and ſuch things 
Should be hisfrom the Lord , and yet the dawning or breaking forth ofthe Light of the 
glorious day of Chriſts comeing Was upon him, in which he could ſay he had no pleaſure. 
For hisvaineexpeRations failed, and his peace fled far from him ; the more he ſought or 
deſired after it; and his ſtate the more miſerable; no releife, nocomfort, no help,nor none, 
nor nothing to rely upon : but on the contrary, dayly woundings and aſtonishments ; fo 
that he wasready to deſpayre of being releived*, and to be an aſtonishmenmt unto him ſelf ; 
ſuccour there was none,norhelp,every thing which might have effotded him of that kind, 
was fled from him ; or ſo imbirterd\, tharn: availed they to his refreshment , ſo thac 
ha was more ready to hide him ſelf from theeyes of all men , ina ſecret cave or rock in the 
earth, thath there he might have ended his dayes in mourning and weepeing , then to have 


remained in the glory pRees and wisdom of this world, withourt the inheritance of 
tiim, whom his ſoulc had (a long ſearchedafter. | w 
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-' Butthis cobld'net doneitHer; norfonie ro him, hor riotight remain; whitein ke had 
liopes' to obraine relelſe- By 3 his hope a5 th that was Lo, and his former lovers remained, 
3s gall and birrerngfs enero him; knowledgthar vanighe ny, ard experiences (which. 
he formerly at times thought had been good , and beneficiall untohim, ) proved voyd 
and empty ; and him ſelfleft in his wound, more thenever ; in his ſmarr , inhis blood, ' 
and none to pitie him, or to shevy redreſs unto him ; then ſaid he, 1 will lift up mine eyes 
unto thee , o thouthat dwelleſt in the heavens ; Otharthou wouldeſt lead meinthe way 
which is everlaſting that ty poor sMifted and deftrefſed ſoyle may have hideing place, 
a place of reft to ly downe in, with the flocks of thy compatijons. ) TIT OE 
i- '* But loath he wasto.tirnto him that fmor him ,' as yer he had not learndthat. Neither 
did he thinck that that way don by him who would at laſt be ſalvationto him;So eſtranged” 
is mans heart natuarly from the Lord and to have faith and beleif in him : his eye yas 
a broad (like the fooles) inthe corners of the earth, and in the dark'places thereof he 
ſought for a habitation of quietneſs : but the Lord fruſtrated all thoſe devices of his , that: 
he might shew unto him the vanity of his way, and the yexationby it; and bring him ar 
laſt to waite uponhim for his ſalvation z who hath ſayd, looke nnto me all yee ends of the 
earth and be ſaved; . - Feewy wn oo mon HH Yr 
Thus ſtroverhe old deceiver thereby to keep the\'man'frgm bowing unto the Lord,: 
and to ſtandata diſtance, feedon, beleeve in, or give way'to any 'thing rather then ro' 
him that afMfited him ; and whoſe hand was come neere unto hintto chaſtice him for his 
iniquity, and todeliver himthroygh obedience , and fubmiffionto hig will , from the evilt 
of His owne heart: and thus wrought the compaſſionate orice whoſe compaſſtons failed: 
not, and waited to be graciouſs unto the Man (thathis minde might be turned inward, and 
home againe, to the Fathers houſe; ant! the mantions of it ; to know the holy Temple, and' 
theLord init ; and the. earth to keep filence before him ; and the City of the King , and 
the King in his Throne , and the, Tower of David , and their glory ſtrength;and protec- 
tion ; which now he ſtood in alienation to, and aſtranger; ina'deſfolateplace of Dragons; 
with out a'wall, inthe openfeilds rand in chi peplere deſolation  lyableand in danger 
to be preyed upan by the beaſts thereof, who (ay rare or ; ' return'umto me ; the Man 
ready to anſwer who art thou, batthe fubtile'one '(Cwhoſe' Depths of Sthan' he had nor 
knowne)by his eaſy acceſs (as aforeſaid) haſtily qe tn ſave bis kingdom and Rrong- 4 
hald in the'mans heart , ſaid unto him , towhom ;'returh urito me!,-to' whar 3 doſt thou _* 
know? thereby to divert the mans mind, from 4 farthet fearchang inquiry intothe watrer; : 
or of acquaintinghim ſelf with him whoſe voice vrterd it (ef inthe earth ; and' ſaid, what 
wouldſt thou bebetrer thenevery one , or oneof thoſe thar ſay to his neighbour', ſtand 
off, | am more holy then thou. : . . ''Fhus induftriouſs thisdeceiver was;to hold his king 


dom, ſtanding armed to defend his houſe, and keep his goods in Jasaf 

man u ogg Aron rode rep nent light ned, by thi light: jo out” 

which before he was with-out knodleye of. 2M 0% ICP? IHE SUITE OULeP - NJOAP 
© + Now the compaſſionate one eaſed nor to hed bin (elf; and pieatkindnes. 

man, who had harkned rottecounfell and dire&ion ofa deceryer, angnemy, burn 

poi for his hand ume) in nf tions of the deceiver for rele 

that which'the man ſeemed:to have of wifdom,knowledg and under ing,of faith 


| as as ut 
Was; for by the light of him that ſearched his heart, he ſaw he was ahoninf prod 3 bur 
vp} i - B 2 of 
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of anature and ſpirit, froward and peryerſe rather to,tempt - him- (as. Jobs wife ) to. enrſe 
I live as hedid :' that was the truth, of his N ſtare and wile x App 
dying, he would have ben glad of that, and did.rather ſeek it then otherwiſe , and thoughe 
that thereby he should be ar quiet , and at reſt ;and thatthen an end would have been , of 
all his woefull aflitions , but as for curſing of God, he was afraid of that , of the thi 
which would be very wicked and proyocking,, and he knew him felf to be wretched and. 
miſerable, and it was Gods gaodnes and mercie._which:perſerved him from it.  - | 
- >, But, chrough all;andmych more;ther. hath been faid ,, he could not fles or make. 
eſcape from the hand of himchat, ſmortt him ; nocitie of refuge F Alchough he langle for. 
ſuch a one) could he. finde ;' bur ſmitings Rtill came upon him , and affli | 
rofled he was, not comforted ; rather. to dispayre, of releife ', then knowing where to, 
addre(s him (elf, for it; for all wayes and meanes, mer: and Judgments >. .that:his wit. 
could rhinck of, or any. wayes conceive, :might. prove advantagiouſs to him ;. had. he 
been inquiſitive into, and proving ; if arlaſt he might atraine unto the beloved of his. 
ſoulez bur men failed , men ofnote and learning failed ; menof account and eſteem, 
for experience, for ſanftity , for great abilities and endowments failed ; Ordinances , 
(which men cryed up, and made ſo much a doe about, crying downe. one another , 
and yearying them: (elyes,in-a, labyrinth of perplexities thereby) failed ,; (elf righte- 
qusnes failed ; disapointments came over all expe&ations ; faith vanished away , hope-. 
failed ; and that whichremained to the Man , (.morethen, ever }, was his infirmity, his 
wound , his burthen ;; ſo that he renewed his murning , his L mentation., and ſayd : 
Is there any ſorrow hkeupto my ſorrow? , and withed Wo he knew aphiſition, a phi- 
ſition indeed , which: could releive him;. and unburthen his foule , and give him an 
inheritance with the ſanfifyed ones 2 with the :called , and faithfull and choſen in 
Jeſus Chriſt. | | | 
For ſo. he had read , that there had been ſuch, andthat they inherited ſubſtance 
walking in the Light, as he is in the Light ;. but that which he inherited , was ſorrow 
was mourning, was lamentation; and knew not a place, where on to lay his head in peace; 
being in darkneſs, a-place of deſolation.  , ,,* , + | PEER 
[Thus he, as one over whellmed in ſorrow , and one, whom the Lord had hedged 
uphis way withthornes ; _in his fecy, mourning groaned. forth his great. miſerie , which 
the compaſhonate one made atime of love z and ſeeing every releife , ſurcour , hope and 
help of his owne failed , extended of pipoune. dexre ſuccour and.releife. z even he who 
kils and makes alive ; 1 have woundedthee , that I may heale thee : and there is none 
other God and Saviour , which can do this , which broke the man, and in which breaking 
Rill knew not what todo : being ready to ay in the ſight of his owne wofull Rate, how 
canl1eſcape deſtruRion., CO FEES 2:16 | BY | SIT 
-+.- And here maybe remembred the caſe once of. a people: of ;old jtime called my 
people, who being in Egypt and greatly oppreſſed by the taskmaſters who were ſet over 
them. to aſfli:them., nl ol rn with compaſſion, to releite. then , ſent his 
krvant Moſes, 50 Farah hang of their great oppreſſions ſaying , Let my people goe : 
who por paſſage, throug great, Jud ments .,' wrought, by a .mighty; hand and an, out- 
Hire d arme; .bur thejr enemies ſoon perſued. after them, ſo that great deſtreſs and 


ear came uponthem,; becauſe of the perſuings of their enemies behinde , and becauſe 
ofthe ſea, which was before , and upon ilvon either ſide: and in thistheir Jeo- 
pardy of deftraction :'the ſervant ofthe Lord fai 

rion of the Lord. I wa FT 


d unto them; Stand ſtill and ſee the falya- 
Pr Re * Which 


: — - 


"ER 
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Which paſſages , let all confider who breaths after the falyation of the Lord , 
withour which nothing can proſper their foules , or give unto them facisfaftion unto 
life ; and that with ſeriouſnes hamillitie and due r z as unto that which affore time 
hath been' written ( for the fake of thoſe , who ds should/come robeleve in 
him whom God hath ſeri alight into the world ) to be fiillfilled, 'in the fallfillius of 
-which as they shall ſtand fill, mn Gods due time and way his ſalyation shall be ie, 
and that beyend what formerly they could have velevred ed', c—_ __ 

'_ And the mangiveing himſelfup tobe a littlequiet, from all 'his former attempts 
and ftrivings after his owne deliverance, (by which none hath ever come to know Gods 
falyation ) here in he ſeemed as if he would have throwen him'ſelf the goodneſs 
and mercie of the Lord ; and feelc him ſelf in a little inward fatisfation and tranqui- 
litie of minde, beyond what before he had enjoyed , whilſt in thofe readiouſs-wear- 
iſom labours and travells, he had been feeking by , to have cometo a reſting place for 
his ſoule ; And fo ſomewhat enterd him concerning a ftill voice , which utterd it 
ſelf ofttimes in his —_— the earth, which the world was ignorantof , and which 
the wisdom of this world ſtood allwayes incontradidtion urito, and was alienated from, 
in which was more (as to thoſe thar obeyed ,' or dilligently hearkned thereunto) as to 
inward tranquillitie and peace of mind; thet was' in all the ſtrength knowledge and 
underſtanding that was enjoyed , or could/fo be inthe world, by the men thereof, in 
all there acquirings or induſtriouſs labours therein : arid chete by'alt men were filled 
with vanity and vexation of =_ (in due timeto be revealed 'in them ) 'who cumbred 
them ſelves there with, or in were perfuing after the knowledg of the Lord ; for 
the mean time they (as well as him ſelf had don) forſook the phiſitian of crue vallue, 
and forſook their owne mercies ;z which (he ſayd) he hoped now toabide and continae 
with for ever. | Gs be 3 Lane | 

' + Bur nevertheleſs, ſo it catne to paſs, that i ashort time, and ſaddainly the old 
ſubtile adverfarie (for by this time the man had cauſe enough fo to look upon him to be) 
he with his cunning craftines (as of ofd-) drawes his minde, fronrtheholy viſitationof 
hiscompaſſionate freind ,' which had received and beleived , as 'condaceing to his (a- 
tisfaQtion ; ſo that inſtead of ſerling downe,, in hearrand mind, into the holy operation 
of it , thereby to feel his dehiverance', he ſteales away his heart therefrom , and 

him into a boaſting ,and exalting (pirit', to talk of that his enjoyment ;' and'thereby 


to a loſs he came, and an abitement of the ſupply thereby, which he had ſome hopes 


_ ic manifeſted it ſelf unto him, and he joyning him ſelfthereto', for its aſſiftance 
and releife. 

And being made deſtitute thereof , by ſo doing, more then a | in his braine 
and yaine boaſting ; he foon felr the former miſerie to revive » which'made him-to 
groan within him ſelf : as one, like unto a $hip toſſed inthe eroubled ſeaby the reftle 
waves thereof , withour a rudder , and in danger of perishing every momene; \ 

. | This made themantorecolle& him ſelf, whereby heſawnortharſubjeRion, feare 
__ humilivie in _ heart; no m_ wc bat, one ea <inr wane : nor him 

f petſecireing thar former defire of his , of caſting himfſelf-upon the goodnes and 
metcie. of rhe Lord , thar fo he mightknow a ſettlement, in a babiraron of quietnefs 


.and 
Wo "And begonto es andunderſand, thatthere was anadverſe part , ſpirit or power in 


himunco his (alyation, whicli did get and ſtcale away his minde from waiting forit: And 


IF 


4 
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further, rhat there was alſo a Spirit principle or powerin him, which, wrought in his minde 
againſt the former., and him for, joyning to it; which brake his peace, and'made thoſe 
woundings in his ſoule , from whence aroſe all thoſe feares , diſtreſles and miſeries , which 
he had (o long (.in, deepheart ſorrow). groaned under; and from whence ſprangfort thoſe 
hopeful ,and truejrefreshing beafmes of comfore, which he. had ar ſometimes had. ſome 
en of; and, was good; cauſe and incouragememunts him, further co waite thereon, 
25 onthatalone which, mighe worke his deliverance. eto bo and! ares bants; 

And-inthe conſideration of chis he ſome time was;, and the. Lords ſecret and fill 
drayyvingsof his minde. inward; often viſited him, to draw him to him ſelf, from whence 
he was. departed into folly : .ſo- that the manin tremblingwiſe, or broakeneſs , began 
to be, beiore the Lord, and: to encline his heart' to him ,. who before. now- had vi- 
ited him, to his wounding : even he who ſearcheth che heart , and tryeth the reines had 
ſ:nitten him ; that in everlaſtiog kindneſs he might ly downe and ſorrow be removed 
from him. And asthe Ro oneunyailed the man, and underſtanding began to 
reſide with him , this was um'o him, as if life had/enterd to the raiſing /of -him .up aboye 
his former troubles ; like unto a womanfor joy that a tnanwas born into the world; and 
remembring how the had þeen.deceived ( for.he could not bur with greiffe of heart refle& 
back-on that) he began to have iregardthereto, in more bowedaels of (pirit; leaſt that he 
alſo-should looſe the fruition of fo. greatmercie: and therefore ſaid ,- Let; me know thee, 
:O'thou ſearcher of, my heart, that L may obey ther, and deliver me fromall my enemies, 
and that was it, which he was earneſt for, and had his eye at, and hoped to enjoy : but 
-t wasina haſty mind; out of true ſubjection and underſtanding, as thoſe of old: time who 
ſaid, Lord wilt thou at this time reſtore the kingdom to Iſrael, ſo apt'is man to make 
haſt and not to waite reſignedly upon the Lord ,'that his: will might be don, and. work 
effeted in the earth. ID 2 W 
',, And'ir| is to be noted (for ſo it. came to pals) that as; the: wan ſunck downe or bowed 
before the Lord, and breathed for the manifeſtation , and. reaching of his holy power antl 
Spirit, ta cffe& and work there in his-ſoule , accordingto the good will of his owne 
tender goodneſs and, compaſſion ; 'that the Lord further enlighened his underſtanding, 
(alchough contraty to his owne) giveing him to ſee the darkneſs and confuſion in which 
he-was wrapped about, as witha manle ; and fetterd as with chaines of lron,. where at 
Aeche .of lamentation and mourningaroſe in him, in conſideration of that enimitie, 


disobediericeand rebellion that he had lived in indayes by paſt, againſt his maker ; for of 
is he was perſwaded in his minde ; who before now thoughe, that although 'he had nat 
Fpent his time ſocitcumſpeAly, or with ſuch holy cenfideration and ſobriety, as he should 
or ought to have don: yet; far was it from him to think or beleeve, that he had fo far 
falnshort of;hisdutie., -or ſo far been alienated from his Maker , as now he began to be 
convinced thathe had, and yas. _ ;-71þ cha bn 2b 
And concluded; that ic had been well for him, to have remembred/his Creator inthe 
dayzs of his yotuch,, and;nat rohave ſpent foe much of his pretiouſs time , in ſfuch;idleneſs 
& yagitie, according tatheevill courſe of this world, as he had:don ; whichifhe had 'nor 
hearkned unco, ' ner inclined his heartta follow after 5 but:had:ſought afterthe 'Lordito 
know him , according $9; hisearly viſiting of him te: returh unto him, 'to. walk-before 
him in his holy feare , he had come to know (with thoſe which ſo do) ho grengneel 5 
For: its ſaid, that wisdom preventeth choſe which-earely ſeck her, by firft shewing her 


E&If'unto, them ; 3nd he did really'beleevethe'ſhme.,, and hath ſince ſeen tbe: fulfilling 
ſo ic inmany,, who bath ſought afcer her betimes. * 


But 
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But as the Light of the Lord did ariſe and $hine forth in him, letting kim to ſee 
things which differd from ir , this cauſed him to corfels his guilt before the Lord ; he 
could in no wiſe deny or extenuate it , for he read itin his owne conſcience, which ſtood 
as an everlaſting record againſt him ; and now he thought him ſelf in a more deſperate 
and diſtreſſed conditionthen ever before ; for he could not ſpeak for him ſelf, he could 
not call for mercie , he was afraid to lift up his eyes to heaven, the preſſure of his 
owne iniquity lay ſo heavy upon him ; neither knew he howto cate or drinck, poſſeſs or 
enjoy ; he was feed and his feare increaſed day by day ; for underſtanding was given 
unco him, and the revealation of his wretched and ma ro: ſtate in meaſyre ſtood open 
and bare before him : So gloriouſs was the outgoings ofche Lord , inthe removing the 
vayle of his yeart , ſo as ifhe needed not any one to accuſe him, orto lay things ro his 
charge , orto make him guilty in his owne eyes ; And as he ſaw him-ſelfar firlt deceived, 
ſo now how forward he had been to yeild to the deceiver, which ſto6d as an aggravation 
of his formerevils, in which he had lived. 

Thus ſaw he, that he ſtood in covenant with hell and death, andalienared from God, 
in enmity and ungodlyneſs; or as that of Salomon, when he thus concluded , 1 faydin 
my heart comcenung was eſtate of the ſones of men}, that God might manifeſt them, that 
they might ſee , that they them ſelves areheaſts. NY | 

" Whilſt thus he tood , what to do he knew not , was ready to loath and abhor him 
ſelf, and to wish that he had never been born; . for the booke which was opened was 
as a thouſand witneſles, he ſawhe could no wayes eyade its record and teſtimony , no 
eſcaping no fleeing from it ; and whatheread therein, heread it all ro be againſt and 
not for him, nor no wayes tending to his releife,, thathe could ſee; bur the comrary. 

For as for'thoſe things whereby he might have had hope \ as the receiveing of 
him whom God had ſent, inthe miniſtration ofa wakening conviftion, and drawi 
neere intrue holy ſubjeftion thereunto : and thoſe good things af his before ſpoken of, 
which could not ſtand or remaine with himto his ſupport, in this the day of the appea- 
rance of thie ſon of God in'clouds : becauſe his worke was , (andforever is) to ſr! 
deciſion for the Lord in theri (s Jodgei and ſcattering of theſe things, which had 
not been effeted or wrought by his holy Spirit , who hath ſayd , withour me you can 
do nothing : but were produced and' taken up (as before hath been ſayd/) to ſeek'and 
obtaine life by, and not ating or working from it , fo. was climbing up a wrong way , 
and not ſtriveing to enter into the true sheepfold at the right door ; ſothatwhen he c; 
to have need indeed , his Lamp proved without oyle , forfo he ſaw himſelf co be, as rhe 
heart ſearcher found him out, to lay waſt the inheritance of the wicked forever. | 

So that an anchor to have held his ſoule by, in this the day of his fore troubles and 
afflitions , he had not , nor nought to defend himſclf withall cherein, "bur was founde 
out to be by him , (who isthe Amen ; the faithfull and true wines wheP eywaensa 


flame of fire)) naked and blinde and miſerable; darkneſs and ignorance filling his hear, 
and the wofull effefts. thereof ; and what to do more he knew not thr the tevdhaeion 
of this his deſtiture and forſaken tare; and the opening his hearr nifeſtarion 


thereof, and bringing things forth inco his remembrance; and ſetting them before his face 
all this and whar er mighe bel ks. 


feſtation ; not a at 
ting him at the cable of the Lord, to 


lateing wine of che]Kingdom ; but the ripping open of his corrupted heart , that he mighc 
learn to know him ſelf, and whlitic was ho from the Fathers houſe, to feed him felf with 
huſks amongſt ſwine. C And 


helped andreleived I even I whoam wit 


( I $*) 
.*, Apd herein, in meaſure was the great love of God manifeſted unto him , in not 
ſuffering him to go on in his former wayes and.courſes, untill thoſe things which belonged 
to his peace had been hid from hiseyes. ,, - .., Wn 

; Thus the Lord proceeded with him , and thenthe vialls of wrath was not poured 
forth , nor the recompence and reward in flames of fire from heaven, to execute ven- 
ance on that ungodly nature and Spirit, which he had cleaved toand lived in, and there- 


| by had been adulterated from his maker z Of theſe things he knew not as yet, as after- 


wards , when the day burned as an Oven, to conſumethe ſtuble and the droſs, in which 
Say. (he. might have ſayd ), who shall abide, or who.shall dwell with devoureing fire ? 
The mandyed in greiftunutterable, and ſuch ſorrow as never was before ; -nor can de- 
monſtration/ and greateſt utterance tell of , as he shall know , who thereunto $hal be 
brought , by therighteouſs correing hand of the Lord , when he wil be cad of his ad- 
adverſaries , and avenged of his enemies , in which day the Lord will judge with fire. 

Some times whilſt ſorrow hath fild his heart, and perplexity his Spirit, by reaſon 
of the diſquietnes and trouble which was there; he hath walked into the feilds, and ſeen 
allthings in a ſweet ſerene calm , ſcarſly aleafe ofatree to ſtir , he hath been affeted 
therewith, and ſayd with in himſelf , the creation is more happy thenl , which is at reſt 
in its place , from ſuch ſtorms and tempeſts , as he was fild with : and wished and deſi- 
red that he might know ſo great a calm inwardly, as thoſe!creatures outwardly did enjoy; 
for he. concluded ſurely, a bleſſed fate it would beunto him , who now was:fild. with 
reſtleſs thoughts and, greiffs , as the ſea. is troubled when the mighty winds rowleth the 
waters thercof on heapes, for then he should knawtranquilitic of minde, and reſt in 
the holy one ; which nothing but hi power could lay be ſtill, and effeAually worke it for 
him; for all. his attempts had proved $hort , and whilſt he was ftriveing was disapointed, 
and ſo in ſorrow lay. | 

Thus was it with the poor and comfortleſs man , who in miſery was and diſtreſs ; 
good things was removed away from him, and his pretented freind manifeſted to be his 
enemy, .a bad one indeed , for ſo he thou hthim now to be, who throughall his preten- 
ces ,deceivings and flatteries ſought his ruin and deſtruftion ; buthow to get rid of him 
out of his hcart ( for there he ha legged himſelf) and to redewptianand falyation. (the 
thing which all along was in his eye)heknew nor. | $5 Et ae 

And rhus lay the maninhis greife and the terrors of the Lord reyealing in him , be- 

cauſe of his tranſgreſſions 3 And ſogloriouſsand dreadfull was the Majeſty thereof , that 
he exceedingly feard andtrembled ; and how help should come unto him , or when, or 
never, heknewnot, he was afraid to look to the Lord (as hath been ſayd) or to hope for 
his help, for with what (thought he)shall Llook, I who am ina ſtaterather to greive and 
yexthe Lord, rather then to hope or:ruſt in him and to rebell againſt him and tranſgreſs, 
rather to curſs then to bleſs his holy Name ; well ifit bethus with me (fidhe ) as itis, 
and ſurely ſo it was with him, as the dic FS ſayd; that as every battle of the warrior is 
with confuſed noyſe and garmentsrowld in blood , ſo thisis with burning and devoureing 
fire; then ina bed of ſorrow 1am, out. of which I cannotariſe; b & oh that 1 might be 
without comfort or releife, like unto the poor deſti- 
were with outa King, and without a Prince, 


were with outa. & 
| ey = without an Ephod ,. and withour 
Jerraphim, bur afterwards its ſayd ofthem, 1 ey Should ſeek the Lord and David 
there King. 


Now although it was a lamentable Rate and condition , yet it might be , it was { 
4 ths [= 


te. people of old time , who for many d 
and Tetiout anoffering , and without _—_ 


(19) 
fibl# with the Lord , that at the laſt , he might know the repayrir of breaches, and the 
reſtorer of pathesto dwellin, andthat at laſt he __ come to walk in the Lightof the 
Lord, (with his ranſomed ones) and be taughr of his wayes; and to know his ſecrets, 
as thoſe did , who feard his holy Name; -For [ob was miſerable, when he'f his 
ſoares with a potsheard , and the Lord'reſtored him ; 'and David cryed long and foughe 
the Lord , and at laſtheſayd', that the Lord had heatd him ,-:and granted vnto him his 
requeſt ;' ſo thathe in way inthe Lord fayd, furely mercie and goodneſs 5hall follow me 
all the dayes of my life, and I'will 4well inthe houſe ofche-Lord for ever, - ſo dearly did 
the Lord for ever, ſo'dearly did the Lord engage his/heart unto him': And Paul cryed 
out:' O wretched man that1l am , andyer afterwards hefayd , that the Law of the Spiris 
of life in Chriſt Jeſus, had ſethim free from the Law of Sin and death , which was the 
great occaſion ( the Law of Sinand death hayeing dominion over him Y of his wretched 
wofull ſtate; and many others which he had read of, and ſayd why not I ; why should 
not I pertake' of the goodneſs and mercie of the Lord, as well asthey \ for the concluded 
that neither-rhey hor. yer any that did pertake thereof ( which is the benefir char comes 
by Jeſus Chriſt) had more needof ic, feelingly then he had.” i 0.1%) 
Thus he entettaind a belief into» his heart, afid ſayd that he hoped the Lord was 
the ſame#to 'day as yeſterday ; evena God pratiouſs and mercifull pardoning ndqutey hl 
ſin for his owne' name fake; and that is arme was notshortned, that hecould not bring 
forth deliverance ,as'of olditime z and therefore ſayd , that he would hope although 
it were but a lirle ( leaſt he alſo should be! curof through unbeleife, as thoſe who 
Short thereby ) and though he found in-him ſelf litle orno cauſe for it , but his neceſſiry; 
Pl hope and I'l waite ( ſayd he) although it be againſt hope, there may be ſome whariin it, 
more then 1 knoy ar preſent. This was whenhe inthe _—_— of his ſtate, Rood as 
one broken and pouredforth before the Lord, in teares and ſorrow days and nighes ; 'and- 
he muſt have it freely and of good will or not'atallz andin mercie and og ns 
for he had nought but miſerie and neceflitie to part with ; being naked and before 
him, for his coverings weare rent ,-and he remained as empty and void of any things 
which should have been life or refreschment unto him. Now he had read'thus, Icounſel 
thee to buy of me white rayment that thy nakedneſs'may not appeare, andthat thy chame 
may be coverd, and in ſucha ſtate of need he was, and neceſſity 5 unto which that coun- 
ſell was given ; and he had tryed many ſellers ; and many merchants , whoſe merchan- 
diſe he found anſwerd not toreleive him, in his neceſſity ; and their garments were too 
Short to cover his nakedneſs with'all z and _— eflayed for releife where by he might 
have had hopes , and not walked too and frounder the ſubjeftion of diſconſolation and 
amazement; he thought at the laſt , by the conduR of a ſecret ſtill and inward vertue , 
that he muſt buy enjoy and poſleſs thar we. whichcan hide and be ſufficient"there= 
unto from the ſtorm in Gods ſight, of himywhich ſearched hishearr ; and tryed his reines, 


. 


which broughr to light the age ptofanc'Elaw., and that ftrexched forty the rod of 
Juſtice and Jugment , uponthe back ofche-fook;/ which had fayd in his heart, there isno 
God; and that asit is written , he ſtood at the dootyand Had long there: ftgod knockin 

that he mighr be open unto , and come in; and thighecould nordeny-burrmuſt c 5 
although he had an care, atid did often heare him/knocking,. yerſtrove inſthim , 
and was loath to yeild or ſubmit thereunco the unbeleife and of his 
_ begotren in him ; by 'his falſe and 


(a0) 
had the love of God upon his ſoule)to receive him in, that hemight and his father come 
in alſo and ſup with him , and he with them; ſo the man expeRted the ſupper, the food, the 
refreshment ; the covering and (alyation: and thought it no morethen ſo, ſo alienate and 
eſtranged was he from the right, way-of the Lord indarkneſs and ignorance ;. bur other- 
wiſe he found it ro bezas at a certaine time the Lord ſaid unto him,when ina fad bewilderd 
ſtare he was; I will lead thee by a way which thou knoweſt not , and ſo it came to pals', 
an- unknowne way it was , wherein he never could make a right or ſtreight ep , but as his 
minde inward]y was direfed, by;the guidance & hand of his holy power; no longer could 
he ſee his way, or-the path in which he was with ſafety to tread ; that ſo he might have ho- 
pes at laſt to paſs through into the deſire of his ſoule ; but as his heart was fixed in relyance 
upon the Lord , out of all his owne ſtrivings motions and contrivances. And lo the 
opening of the door was to be,” which his owne hardneſs of heart and unbelcife ſtood a- 
gainſt , before that he that ſtood atthe daor and knockt could getin , and the crookednes 
and perverſsnes,that the way of the Lord migh be prepared,and his entrance in be through 
faith-in him; and thus the voice of a burning andshining Light cryed, prepare the way of 
the Lord, make his path ſtreighe. ' 4 . | 
; - Thusthedoing of all thoſe forementioned [lets and hinderances away , and leagues 
and covenants with hell and death muſt be parted with, broken and made void, and that 
by him &his affiſtance , who comes with his fan in his hand, thorowly copurge his floore; 
ei when no ſupper could' be enjoyed, although here a licle and there a litle of che crums 
thereof , might fall downe unto him , by way ofencouragement, and'to teach: him , thac 
worthy was the Lord to be waited upon , and ſought after, in the way ofthis Judgments. 

For ſo began they to be manifeſted with in him as a refiners fire, as fullers ſoape ;the 
burning heat whereof and sharp pierceings, made him to feare exceedingly, thatthe wheat 
would have been conſumed with the chaffe, that his'(mall hopes, which did ariſe in him , 
fromthe experience he had ,as inthetwinckling of an eye beheld, of the mercie of the 
Lord; and weak reſolution, and himſelf muſt for ever have been conſumed, in its gloriouſs 
and righteouſs workings ; thus was he fild with dread and feare before the Lord, and the 
ariſcings of his gloriouſs power. _ . | | 

And Moſes ſaw a bush burning with fire, and the bush not conſumed thereby z and 
Moſes turned aſide to ſee thatgreatfight ; and the Lord ſpoke from out there, and ſayd 
unto him : put of thy shoes from of thy feet, for the ground where on thou ſtands is holy, 
and Moſes hid his face, and was afraid to look upon God. And the man fayd, that he ſaw 
that his feet was not to be shod with his owne Gori but with the preparation of the 

'Soſple of peace, or he could not make ſtreight ſteps with his feet on the holy ground. 

And hee had read of ſome that turned a fide like a deceitfull bow, and that Joſephs bow 
a bode in his:ſtrength , -and he was- renowned and ſtood ina blefled and holy record , 
amongſt the antient worthyes of the Lord, who thorow faith ſubdyed Kingdoms, of 

-weake were made ſtrong , obtaineing throw faith a good report; - and themanlaid, Well 

ifthe Lord will deſtroy me forievet my mouth. is ſtopt :, he could not-raiſea defence for 

hin ſelf, hedared ndt to corhplaingfor he had:find aganiſt him, and ſay that he muſt;beare 

His indighation; hither or hotchareverhe knew an end, or redemption out of it. - ; 

- His: diſtreſsand miſeric was great , which choſe not acquainted with the jugdments of 
the Lord ,/ that proceeds out of his mouth | (as David fayd) can not be- 


Jeeve, although told unto them by thoſe who have been acquainted with them , and tra- 
veld through the way thereof. | 


| Buy #raiie pleaſed the Father of mayctes pecordingro che counſel ofthe working 
ofthe Lord pos wisdom and goGunels , to man , and ory in his minde , 


ro 
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to: cauſe him to lye downe in his will , and ſubmit him ſelf to therad of his chaſticeing 
hand, which as he yeilded him ſelf chereunto , he felt fome what working , and: enlar- 

eing , or opening it ſelf unto his incouragement ; whereby he in ſome ho began to 
lay; : True and righteoufs are thy Judgments, and that if he perished everlaſtingly , from 
beholding his face with joy , and his ſalvation, yet he muſt and would juſtify him and 
his righteouls judgments for ever more , and after this he felt ajoy to ſpring in him, and 
to feel ſome Spirit to revive , and did at ſome times ſeem as if he ſaw ſome glimpſes of a 

reat glory (as a farr off ) and ofa heavenly Arm , and that there was ſalvation in it ; 
Pur could not get to it, he thought'if he could , and cherein continue, that the winter 
would be'paſt , andthe time of refreshing from'rhe Lords preſence would be come, and 
the hearing of the voice of the turtle, where in his teares would be wiped away (according 
to the Prophet ) and thatthe ſorrowing and ſithing would flee away, and inſtead thereof 
joy and rejoiceing would be, which he longed for , haycing fome expeAation or beleife 
in him, thatthe antient Prophecies , were many of them as really to be fullfilled in theſe 
latter dayes, as ever they were at firſt ſpoken forth, and that becauſe of the unchangeable - 
faichfullnes and goodneſs of the Lord. 

But now he rather ran into haſt, then to run the race which he ſaw in meaſure ſer be- 
fore him , and that was to waite for Gods ſalyation ,; for without that manifeſtly he ſaw, 
ſalyation he could neveratrain to ; ſeeing all his former wayes and courſes proved ineffec- 
tuallro him; and no wayes advantagious ; and he rejoyced in ſome meafure,and was glad 
in the beholding of it, alchough it ſeemed to be, and was afar of , and not brought n:ere 
unto him ; and earneſt he was to inherit it, and not toly in the firefor the utter confum- 
mation of the droſs , and thorow purgeing of the floor : and ſo earneſt indeed the man 
was, and in haſtines of Spirit, that he had all moſt loſt his ſubmiſſion to. the will of the re- 
finer, and inſtead of wayring patiently upon him , to hear what he,would ſpeak to him, 
and to ſee what he would do for him, who is the mighty Counſeller, and of whom he 
had fead , thathe would ſpeak comfortably to Jeruſalem ., and peace to his people, who 
feared his Name, notwithſtanding be was for takeing the Kingdom ( ſome thing of his 
old praftiſe and endeavours ) nor conſidering, thathe ought not to make haſt , nor ro fly 
with the ſwift, and cry as ſome did, Nay, wee will flee upon horſes (ſuch whirling Notions 
menchoſe, rather then to bow before the Lord, that he might be exalted Lord and 


King over all his ever.) 4 
Now the race is not to the ſwift, nor the battle to the ſtrong , thus the man had read, 


and fo there was another lefſon that he was to learn, andjthat was as an. honeR Prophet of J J 


the Lord once ſayd , In returning and inreft you $hall be ſaved, in quierneſs and confi- 
dence is your ſtrength ; which the Apoſtle anſwerd unto, when he fayd, The Lorddire& 
your hearts into the Love of God and into the parient waking on Chriſt: That he 
might know & feel therein,thatthe Lords Arm f awe brought talvation; and that he might 
have noughe nor none toglory in but the Lord, who for his owne merciefake dothfave & 
deliver. Thus he was toturn off his haſt, and norco take the Kingdom by force,burto feel 
the meek peacable Prince thereof, to lead him intoit3; and to give him therein a portion 
and priviledge, amongſt the Princes, upon the Throne ofjudgmentand mercie foreyer.-- 
| And thus learned the man againto return in hisminde , intothe enlighening opening lghe 
the ect rhomat wie hoped might be arth at bſſed and grey adrancgions 
ereo I at | great to 
the Gay enema cher grated inde as others had enjoyed before him, whom 
. the Lord had, lead by his owne rightarm, intoa habitation of joy and falyation. _ - _, 
' 11, Bur thitanding all this , he againe fell NEE ITy Wy + 
Sx 3 Wis 
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wish for the enjoyment of that, which before this time by way of inconuragement had *vi- 
ſited him; to teach him, that not by might nor ſtrength , but by the Spirit of the Lord 
and its holy leading and teaching , he was tohopefor , and enjoy his deliverance ; And 
the voice ſounded 1n hiseares be ſtill, according to what he had read in Habbakuk : Let 
all the earth keep ſilence before him. | 

Here upon heagaine enclined to ſinck downe in his Spirit , unto the meſſenger of the 
Lords gloriousholy power revealed within him, and thereto abide and endurein patience 
of minde and Spirit , for its holy purpoſe and work to be wrought in the earth, thar it alſo 
might be replenished, and bring forth 1tsencreaſero the Lord. | 

Whereupon he ſayd , O Lord! lead me on inthe way which is clearing, for to the 
day of claering thou knowefſt thatI have carneſtly deſired , ( with deſire of ſpirit) to 
come , and now l am in ſome meaſure come, throw thy draweing , by thy bleſſed hand 
hzld forth unto me ; O Lord God of mercie and compaſſion, guide thou my feet, and 
uphold me by thy free Spirit , that inthat thy holy way, which is the way of the bleſſed , 
and of the ranſomed ones, I may be kept and perſerved. 

Yet till againe and againe , the old deceiver and adverſary of the ſoules bleſſednes , 
atdiverſe times and on. diverſe occations , threw ſome thing or other into his way , that 
chereby he might tumble and fall}, orbediſcouraged and offended ; ſo thathe might 
grow weary and not hold out , but faintand go'backward , and not forward , and to ſeeke 
for releife amongſt his old lovers and acquaintance z or might dig to himſelf a ciſtern for 
water which could. hold none , or take ſome other way or meanes for his deliverance 
and here with the man was ſo beſett by the adverſarie, to divert his courſe, and to drayw 
him back againe to perdition , and from following on to the ſalvation of his ſoule , as is 

beyond utterance. + | 
And can not be declared or beleeved, as experience and the ſame ſtate condition , work- 
eth the underſtanding of it. 

And inthat day, when man is ſo ſurrounded by the deyoureing enemy as it is ſaid of 
him, he goes abour like a roaring Lyon, compaſling the earth to and fro , ſeeking whom 
he may devoure ; he muſt make God alone his truſt and hope and deliverer , eying him in 
ſtedfaſtnes of heart and minde,and not the adverſary, whoſe labour it is to draw the minde 
away after him, and his feare ; or elce out there hecan never come, to know the deliveran= 
ceand ſalvation, which Jeſus Chriſt is to all thoſe that abides with him , inthe faith and 
hope of Gods ele, bur muſt be preyed upon, and led into deſtrutionftor ever. 

Now as thfi$ deceiver thus lay in waite and wrought to enſnare and beguile the man, 
ſo all fo the compaſſionate one , ceaſed not to viſit , and ſecretly convey his help unto him ; 
and often ic would be in his remembrance, that he that putteth his hand co the plow and 
then loock back, is nor meet for the kingdom of heaven, which he had ſo ankalth deſired 
ro enjoy ; neither was he that ſowed ſparingly, to expe plentifully to reap, bur if he did ſo 
hope to do, he would deceive him ſelf, and be asthoſe that feed on ashes ; for in ſtead of 
haveing a harveſt of well fild sheaves, with hanging cares ofcorn , he-would as laſt reape 
the wind, and be disapointed , as thoſe who began in the ſpirit , and would be made per- 
fe by the flesh, or ſought ſo to be. - 1. gu | pI - 

Sothatnow he beganto learn to give up tothe fire which burned, and to the hammer 
which brake him downe, inas much as be quieting himſelf, and ſubmitring, as that 
which was moſt proper for him, inthis his great ſufferi ,and entertaind a feare in his 

hearr, leaſt char he Should offend the Lord againe by turning from/his nr; warealt which 
were executing in him , and from the terror and righteouſnes thereof ; and ; again 
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enim ode Loontfgt; Ofou © | yerheo, fince tharoptayetis he thy 
| oi 

for 

the 


day and its glory, and that thou =um oveing kindnes, brought me into the 
rious dawnings and breakings forth thereof , let not thy way be too narrow or ſtreigh 
me; let me not turn a ſide tothe flocks of thy companions, but as they went downe 
ſeps of the flock, tothe washing , and returned by the tents of thesheepheards , upon the 
bancks of ſalyation, ſo I alſo into the holy habitation of thy heavenly reſt, may be broughe 
by thine owne right armezin the way (& through it) of condemnation, at laſt to ſit downe 
in the miniſtration of life , to behold thy face inthy — glory in joy and peace ;and 
teach me toapply my heart to wisdom ( which is hid from all the wiſe of this world ) for 
CG that it is wisdom alone of thee which I crave , to dire&t my feet a right in_ 
thy ſight. 

A that was the thing which he wanted & alone deſired of the Lord, and thought with 
him ſelf, that he matterd not what he parted with ;or how or what he was in the account;. 
or eyes of the world, fo that he _ finde reſt. And thus haveing made ſome progres, in 
the bleſſed race of eternall life ; 8 haveing in him a Judgment and underſtanding (accord- 
ing to that experience ofthe effeuall working of the grace of God in him) he adviſeth all, 
who is (in any meaſure) awakened into the ſence of their want of the knowledge of God 
and of his great love in Jefus Chriſt,and of their owne wofull and miſerable eſtate thereby 
that they abide in ſubmiſſionuntothe Lord therin , and not ſeek to them ſelves wayes -/, 
meanes , thereby to 'work their owne deliverance z but inlongings and groaningsintheir 
Spirits, travell afterthe deſire of their foules; thar ſo the Lord (in his owne bleſſed way and: 
time ) may open a door of underſtanding in their hearts , for their acces unto hin ; and: 
ftrive not by unlawfull wayes and courſes after redemption , or an admiſſion into the holy 
Kingdome,whereinto nothing that defiles,or is managed by mans skill or hand may come; 
for many have ſtrivenand not enterd; and asked, and have not received; becauſe they have 
asked amiſs, and nor ftriven lawfully. 

Therefore feel the Lords heavenly arm and power to ariſe and worke deliverance, and. 

not'to thy ſelf ancaſy: way of acceflang tothe flesh, intothe  Rehtien of 
iserernall life ; for it muſt be by the {word, the ry determined muſt be fallfilled, 
and the fullfilling muſt beacccording to the counſel and righteouſs will of the Lord, to: 
whom, who may ſay, what doeſt thou ? | | 
And abide his pleaſure , and let his Ringiom come into thy heart as he pleaſerh; if it be 
by a thundering power from heaven, to cleave the rocks aſſunder, and rending the vayle 
thereby of from thy hard heart , with aſtonishments , amazements and confoundings to 
thy vaine confidence and expettation. Be ſtill, be ſtill before che Lord,and before the glo- 
rious ariſeings of his holy power;that he may work his work in the earth;& that will praiſe 
him and deliver thy ſoule; & hereby alone shalt thou know, and come to witnes 
ranſome : for it is his and not thine, and inherit that which thy ſoule ish in want off, 
And thoſe who arc cometo theredeeming power ofthe Lord, and to the knowing of / 
redemption in any meaſure, and the _ the judgment thereof; for ſo it muſt be , Zion 
is redeemed by judgment ; lye downe , lye downe zand flee not forthy life, for if thou 
doſt thou wilt looſe it : and inthat day , ſeek not to eſcape , but letthis be 


to be of it, which can ſay, true and righteous are thy judgments. 0 


ord , for thou judgeſt* 
fot Cepoe earth, ; "gels 


Thus shalt thou 


| theeffeR of righteouſnes, peace and aſſurance forever, and the- : 
ge of gladnes, making _ shine with che innocent life and ſpirit ofthe Lamb,and' | _* 
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the travell of - 
thy ſoule, in bowednes of Spirit to ſubmit unto him, that thou Fs # feel that mind. and- 
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. |, Theſe things are veryfyed- by a cloude'of witneſles , who.ſtands in aneverlaſting 
'ecord of bleſſednes and life eternall , which the holy Scriptures teſtifyed gained a good ; 


report, forthey enterd into thattheir Maſters joy through beleeving in him whom God: 
had promiſed to raiſe up , who ſaw his day and rejoyced, and it was reckoned unco them = 
for righteousnes 3 who dyed inthe faith, and although dead yer ſpeake ; And unto us we 
bath God fullfilled his promiſe , and in duetime ſent forth his ſon, in the word' of eternall | 
life unto all choſe who beleeve in bis name , and that follow him in the regeneration and 
renewing Spirit of life and righteousnes z not inthe talk thereof, a chear which too to much | 
abounds inthe world, but to know him, and the fellowship of his (uffrings, and the being . 
made conformable unto his will, who come not to do his owne. will but the will of him 
that ſent him ( untill chat chou be translated from death ro life) which will is the ſanRifi- 
cation of all choſe which areobedyent in their hearts unto him. -So if thou ſay that thou 
love him , keep his comandements , let them not be greivious unto thee , run the way 
thereof with delight (as David) how do lloyethy comandements: Men make void thy 
- Law, butIwill keep thy Law, hide norrhy comandements from me. | 
This isthe race rhouart to run, theſe arethe maiks of the true runners , therefore (fo 
runas that thou mayeſt obtaine, to inheritlife; and beare about inthy body the marks of | 
the Lord Jeſus,and his faithfull followers , who followes him whither ſoever he goes {as | 
belceving that it is enough forthem to beas their Lord, who loved them , and gave him ”Y 
ſelf a ranſome forthem and all men, to bereſtifyed of indue time ;-aud this is the conſo< 
lation and the great rejoyceing , that the reſtifycation thereof many. are made witneſſes, 
and the ranſome is knowne, and the deliverance is come zand many have, -and-many $hall 
ſit downe inthe bleſſed inheritance of it, in the heavenly Mantions in Chtiſt Jeſus , with 
Abraham , with Iſack and Jacob; waiteing and travelling for the comeing in. of that 
Number, whichshall be gatherd tothe Lord , ando his ſtandard, to reign with him on 
Mount Zyon , in the heavenly Jeruſalem, the place of bleſſednes, world without end. 
Amen, oor a tags Sos 32 | pe 
-., - The Writter of theſe things, faith that oy are written in the great Loveof 
God, forthe ſake of thoſe who wants the conſolation of Iſrael, and would gladly 
_ syalk in the heavenly way thereof, if they knew it; that they may hereby' take 
notice and have aview , of the foot ſteps of the man, andthe way of the Lord 
with himgrotake him of from the wilde and evill wayes and courſes ofthe world; 
that ſo he might lead him ro hat hope, whichis as an anchor to the ſoule, that his *% 
heart might be fixed and he truſting inthe Lord, ( as David ſayd , My heart is | 
'o Gods ty heart is fixed) untill heshould ſee bis defire upon his enemies. 


2 


-” + 
4 , " 
; - , 
. . 7 , : 
p47 8 " 34 © +4 ; Ss 
Fra” TS. : —- % * G 
- : . . . - . * ” 
+ % #* s # . x 7» 4 
4 Ss FX = <> 


